ya pul-in-inya mil-ay-deena mana mupali-tu
Welcome to all of you here on our land.
I am a proud descendant of Mannalargenna, and the pairrebeenne people from tebrakunna in Northeastern Tasmania.
I show respect to my Elders – past, present, and emerging, and to the many Aboriginal people who did not make elder status. 
 I respectfully acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we gather today – the muweneena people, who belong to the oldest continuing culture in the world and who roamed this land for more than 60,000 years.
nipaluna (Hobart) was their Country and they called our mountain kunanyi.
  It is a privilege to stand on their country.
mu-we-neena lay-kara mil-ay-deena kip-li mool-aka
It was here that the muweneena hunted for food.
mil-ay-deena-ta   nay-uppi nara mupali,
mil-ay-deena-ta cracka-paka nara mupali
They gave birth on Country, they died on Country.
loomi ning -impi-mana mupali   nung -umpi-mana mupali, 
lurini waranta mapiya winani nara mupali, 
Our ancestors are still here, we feel them all around us. 
waranta nin-ina nara-mupali paywoota neeakara
They give us our dreaming.
waranta takara mil-ay-deena nara mupali takara
We walk where they once walked.
mil-ay-deena nika - this is our Country.
mil-ay-deena mana - this Country is us.
waranta palawa mil-ay-deena neeka - we are this Country.

With pride, and on behalf of our ancestors, I welcome each of you to Aboriginal land, nipaluna, Hobart, lutriwita, Tasmania. 
nayri nina-tu - thank you.


